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Letter from the Editors
It is our pleasure to present the eleventh volume of the
Gettysburg College Journal of the Civil War Era. This
volume contains four academic essays, on topics ranging
from battlefield mistakes to bluegrass music. The journal
begins with C. W. Claiborne’s “Analyzing the Interpretation
of the Civil War in Bluegrass Music.” This well-researched
essay explores themes of reconciliation and emancipation in
bluegrass music, as well as a consideration of how
Confederate nostalgia became associated with the region of
Appalachia. Second, Michael R. D. Connolly examines the
relationship between Confederate officials and the Canadian
people in “‘Good Neighbourhood’: Canada and America’s
Contentious Relationship during the Civil War”. Third,
Samantha Kramer investigates Ulysses S. Grant’s actions at
the Battle of Cold Harbor to determine the historical
accuracy of his reputation in “Heaven Hung in Black:
Grant’s Reputation and the Mistakes at Cold Harbor”.
Finally, Ethan Wagner evaluates one the worst civilian
incidents of the Civil War in “Pittsburgh’s Explosive
Mystery: A New Holistic Study of the Allegheny Arsenal
Tragedy”, a compelling essay to conclude this issue.
Each year, the submissions to our journal improve
dramatically, highlighting developments in the field of Civil
War history and the continuing passion of students around
the globe. Identifying the final pieces out of the dozens of
well-written and deeply-researched submissions was a
challenge which was only overcome by the hard work of our
dedicated associate editors. Their commitment and
consistency is commendable and we would like to thank
them here: Sophia R. Crawford ’24, James Douglas Duke
’24, Jaeger R. Held ’22, Emily R. Jumba ’24, Stefany A.
Kaminski ’24, Emma Monzeglio ’24, Abigail Seiple ’23,
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and Peter Wildgruber ’24. We would also like to thank
faculty advisor Prof. Ian Isherwood ’00 for his constant
guidance and support of student work. Finally, we also thank
Musselman Library’s scholarly communications librarian,
Mary Elmquist, for her dedication to making student
scholarship accessible.
We hope that this journal will offer our readers a
unique view into several important issues and events of the
Civil War Era. We are incredibly proud of our editorial team
as well as this year’s authors, who offer their brilliance in the
pages of this volume. We look forward to their future
contributions to the Civil War field. Please enjoy this volume
of the Gettysburg College Journal of the Civil War Era.
Sincerely,
Cameron T. Sauers ’21
Christopher T. Lough ’22
Brandon R. Neely ‘23
Editors-in-Chief
Gettysburg College Journal of the Civil War Era
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